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FOREWORD

I had the good fortune of reading this good compilation of first-hand
experiences and practical solutions to some of the most daunting tasks
faced by pre-primary school teachers in their classrooms. The articles are
well-written and contain sound and practical advice. They discuss each
side of the issue, present great insights and raise many questions that
most teachers would not have anticipated.

While the situation is very challenging for teachers in classrooms, [ am
sure the practical solutions presented by the writers in this edition of
Thisaimaani will help them to a great extent in handling multiple roles
such as preparing, planning and executing tasks in their classroom
effectively.

I compliment the efforts taken by the Thisaimaani Team in compiling
these resources for teachers. Thank you and I hope these good articles
keep coming.

C. KUMAR

Deputy Inspector of Schools, Zone II,
Directorate of School Education,
Puducherry
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NOURISHING THE ROOTS IN PRE-PRIMARY:

This academic year, [ was given
the responsibility of teaching
the kindergarten students
enrolled at my school, GPS
Chinnakalapet. To this end, I
decided to nourish the roots
of their learning and build a
solid knowledge foundation.
Generally, more care is
provided to students at the
primary level. However, the
required amount of attention is
not offered to those studying at
the pre-primary level. At times,
we forget that if the basics
are strengthened, students’
learning can progress faster at
the later stages.

Till last year, I only had
the experience of teaching
students from the first
standard through to the fifth
grade. Thus, teaching LKG
students was a new experience
for me. Pre-primary students
join school when they are just
3+ years of age. Moreover, at
this point, they have very less
exposure to the world outside
of their homes. Initially, [ was
very confident about handling
my LKG class, but as the time to
start teaching this class drew
near, | felt hesitant about how
to take my students forward in
terms of their learning skills.
Hence, | decided to first make
them feel safe in their school
environment.

rEw ACTIVITY IDEAS

e Interested games and TLMs engaged students to
participate in classroom activities.

e Learning at the end of the activities were richer as

students enjoyed them

On their first day of school,
my students were crying since
they had been placed in a new
setting. Seeing them cry, I
gathered them around me and
lifted each child in my arms,
one by one, to make them feel
at ease. Further, I told them
funny stories and gave them
toys, to help them cope with
the new environment. To my
surprise, the students started
to come to school happily
within three days and even
stopped crying during classes.
Their parents also observed
this change and felt happy.
However, to sustain this spirit
among my students, | created
certain new games/activities
and TLMs.

First, I made a few animal
masks, for me and my
students. Subsequently, they
made animal sounds as per
the call of the animal whose
mask they were wearing.
Engaging the students in this
activity created a very lively
atmosphere in the classroom. |
then decided to develop some
games for the students to learn
alphabets and numbers, which
have been detailed below.

1. Crying Mother, Caring
Baby
This game is based on

the concept that requires
students to teach the teacher.
For playing this game, I hid
alphabets (plastic set) here
and there inside the classroom.
Afterwards, I pretended to be a
crying mother who has lost her
children, i.e., the alphabets. I
saw that my students laughed
a lot and helped me find the
alphabets. They formed teams
and searched all corners of
the classroom. On finding the
alphabets, they brought those
to me. During this game, I
reinforced the game’s objective
by saying. For instance, ‘I lost
my baby E.Ilove my E. I want to
see my E', and so on. By doing
so, the game not only revised
the students’ familiarity with
alphabets but also allowed
them to enjoy the lesson.

2. Touch and Know

This game was designed to
teach pre-numeracy concepts.
Firstt I made cut-outs of
numbers, from one to nine,
using coloured papers and
stuck them on cardboard
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pieces. Subsequently, [
instructed my students to
touch these numbers and write
on them or keep flowers on
them according to their values.
Through this activity, the
students became familiarized
with numbers from one to
nine and learnt to count.

3. Stick & Detach

For this game, [ made
small flower cut-outs using
cardboard from saree boxes
and stuck calendar sheet
numbers on them (from
0-10). I then took ice-cream
sticks and stuck bindis on
them. From 0 bindis on the
first stick, the value of the
subsequent ones (in terms
of the number of bindis on
them) increased by one (for
instance, 1, 2, .. until 10).
Afterwards, I stuck Velcro on
the tip of the ice-cream sticks
and on the back of the flowers.
The students were expected
to stick the numbered flowers
on the ice-cream sticks with
the corresponding number
of bindis. This activity also
helped the students learn to
count.

|

pteopd {
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4.1dentify the Half: This game,
I cut numerous apple pictures
into two halves; one half had
a number ranging from 11-
20, while the other half had
seeds drawn on it from 11-20.
Showing these pictures to my
students, I told them to pair
the numbered half of an apple
picture with its corresponding
half (with the same number
of seeds). Subsequently, my
students brought together the
two halves and matched them
to form a whole picture, thus
learning to count till 20.

Example: Picture with 18
seeds matched with apple half
numbered 18.

5. Zero board

This board was used to teach
the concept of zero (0). On
a piece of cardboard, I drew
two columns and wrote the
numbers 0 to 9 on one of
them. Subsequently, I made 45
9+8+7+6+5+4+3+2
+ 1) cotton buds/rolls. While

playing this game, a student
placed the buds on the column
with  the  corresponding
number in descending order
(from 9 to 1). When students
reached number 0, they learnt
that 0 means nothing, and that
no buds had to be placed on its
column.

6. Missing Shapes

For this activity, 1 took a
cardboard saree box and cut
some big shapes, within which
mini shapes were cut again. I
first showed the bigger shapes
without their inner parts.
[ then asked the students
to find the inner (smaller)
shapes and fit them inside
the correctly paired bigger
shapes. Each time a student
performed this activity, he/she
enjoyed identifying the shapes
correctly. However, if he/she
could not do so, the other
students enthusiastically
helped their classmate to
identify the shapes correctly.



Zero board

In this way, both individual and
collective learning occurred
in the classroom. I developed
this game to help my young
students think logically.

7. Find the little brother

For this game, [ used cardboard
pieces, coloured papers, two
token coins, and printouts of
alphabets (both in capital and
small letters), which I arranged
randomly on the board. When
[ placed a token coin on a big
brother (i.e. a capital letter),
the students were required to
identify its little brother (i.e.
a small letter) and place the
other coin on it. For instance,
when I placed a coin on capital
A, a student placed the other
coinonsmalllettera. Thisgame
was continued in the same
manner until all the students
had taken turns. Later, this
game could be played again

by dividing the students into
groups. During this activity,
the teacher should monitor
the class carefully and help the
students whenever they make
mistakes. Consequently, the

students are familiarized with
English alphabets and enjoy
learning the same through a
fun game like this.

Throughoutthisacademicyear,
[ engaged my students in such
type of activities and games
in the classroom, whereby
[ noticed a huge difference
in their observational and

creative skills within a span
of three months. I was happy
to see that my students are
not only walking on the path
of progress but also jumping
more steps at the same time.
They are attracted to learning
through such kind of activities
and games, which help them
enjoy school and motivate
them to attend classes
regularly. Their vocabulary
and listening skills have
improved considerably. |
further observed that these
activities made them better
concentrate and focus on the
concepts | taught in class.
Thus, [ succeeded in attaining
the learning goals I set at the
beginning of this academic
year. Moreover, [ gave my
students activity sheets to
complete at home (colouring,
counting, and writing), which
also helped them make
progress at the pace I had
planned for them.

PST

R. RAJAVANTHIGA

GPS CHINNAKALAPET
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NUMBER

[ wish to share my first
experience of participating in
the event Medayil Thisaimani
and discuss my experiences
in teaching number sense
to my UKG students. At the
beginning of an academic year,
if numbers are taught using
only the blackboard and/
or arithmetic book, young
students can develop a fear of
numbers. Thus, | always make
it a point to teach numbers
through interactive games.

For instance, at the beginning
of a lesson, [ initiate a

72 | Opamipinedy 2019

GAMES

IN KINDERGARTEN

conversation by asking my
students questions such as
“whatdid you eattoday?” Every
time, the students provide
different answers. However,
the majority of answers
include food items such as
dosa, idly or poori. Taking
the students’ responses into
consideration, I ask a follow-
up question: “How many idlys
(or pooris/dosas) did you eat?”
Usually, the students’ answers
range between one to three.
Subsequently, I ask another
question: “How do you know
the number of idlys you have

g

eaten?” Most of the students
answer by showing in action
that here one and there one.

Following this discussion, I
teach my students the number
“one” by asking them to clap
once. Afterwards, I ask them to
clap twice to teach the number
“two”. Throughout the same
day, this activity is repeated
several times with certain
time intervals. I instruct my
students to repeat this activity
till they can clap correctly. By
the end of the day, I introduce
the abstract symbols “1” and
“2” to the students. Similarly,
this activity is performed
to teach all the numbers till
ten. This interactive game is
highly effective since it helps
in capturing the students’
attention, and consequently,
help them respond better.

Subsequently, circles are
drawn on the floor, inside
which numbers ranging from
one to ten are written; these
circles are connected with
arrows. For this activity, [ ask
the students to jump from one
circle to another by uttering
the respective circle’s number
out loud; they are required to
follow the arrow marks while
doing so. My students enjoy
this activity immensely, since
they have to jump from one



circle to another. Moreover,
since they jump following the
order of the numbers, they are
able to understand the number
sequence very easily. As this
activity involves movements
such as jumping and walking,
the students feel energetic and
excited while participating,
which helps in their gross
motor development.

Another game is introduced
to the students afterwards.
Similar to the aforementioned
game, circles are drawn on
the floor, inside which the
numbers are written, and
all the circles are connected

e Numbers sense included even in clapping. The way
children clapped rhythmically by saying numbers
followed by clapping that many times.

e Children were asked to hop over circles and call out

the numbers

with arrows. Subsequently,
[ tell a particular number to
a student, who must go and
stand inside the circle with
that number. Further, he/she
is required to tell the circle’s
number on which he/she is
standing. For example, if I say
“3” the student has to run and
stand inside the circle where
“3” is written and say “3"
During this activity, number
flash cards are also kept inside
the circles. In this manner, the
students are able to register
the numbers along with their
graphic representations. They
find this activity to be highly
engaging, especially since
they are allowed to take the
flashcards home. The idea of
this activity was shared by
Mrs. Poornima during one of
the workshops conducted by
Azim Premji foundation.

To reinforce my students’
number sense, | often ask
them a few silly questions
such as “how many tails does
an elephant have?” Once, a
student has answered that
“an elephant has two tails.”

However, to my surprise,
another one of my students
corrected the student by
saying, “No, it has only one.” In
this way, such discussions are
carried out in class, wherein
the students talk among
themselves to arrive at the
correct conclusion. Through
such experiences, 1 learnt
how important it is to give all
students the space they need
to freely express their notions.

Further,I would like to share an
invaluable and unforgettable
experience in my service.
There was a boy in my school
who was admitted in LKG,
but throughout the academic
year, he attended my UKG
classes since his admission.
When I taught LKG students,
he attended my classes, and
when | taught UKG students,
he attended those classes as
well. Even in this academic
year, | have a small LKG girl
student who is attending my
UKG classes.

MAHESHWARI. M

PPST
GPS MANAVELI
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SCIENCE EXHIBITION
BY PRE-PRIMARY KIDS

Social and emotional learning
plays a key role in developing a
child’s personality, perception,
and learning from a young age.
The participation of child in
classroom activities and school
events helps them to exercise
their self-confidence, and it
makes way for their further
development in learning. The
recently concluded science
exhibition at GBPS Villianur
has given a new energy in
social emotional skill of every
pre-primary child.

Interactive Planning
with children for science
exhibition:

The planning for science
exhibition was done through
a discussion with the children.
On the day of the discussion,
the various events that could
take place in the science
exhibition were explained to
the children. Certain potential
projects and displays were
explained to them from the
textbook. A few activities were
also suggested for children.
While some of them accepted,
others wanted to have non-
textbook related activities.

For example, when the
children were asked to choose
their topics of interest, one
child said, “I want to work on
forests.”

“Why do you want to work on
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forests?” I asked.

“I like tiger, elephant, and lion”,
the child replied.

List of exhibits children the
showcased:

a) Sense organs
b) Our helpers

c) Flowers—colors and their
uses

d) Day and Night

e) Fruits

f) Vegetables

g) National leaders

h) Good habits

i) Personal hygiene

j) Impact of forests

k) Names of Indian states

Change in Children: One boy,
whose writing skills were fine,
was shy of reading or speaking
in front of many children.
After this event, he conquered
his fear and timidity. Now,
he volunteers to ask, discuss,

e Children were involved in
the planning of the event,

which improved their
learning.
e The teacher  has

presented a few case
studies of children in
whom changes were
evident  after  their
performance in the
science exhibition.

e The teacher involved the
parents in school events,
and they were happy to
see that their children
had learnt new things
and performed in front of
everyone.

and speak in front of others.
Similar changes have been
evident among many other
children.

Case 1: One boy used to be
hesitant to come out and talk




in front of others. After he has
took part in the event, he has
become more communicative.
He has started to come out
of his shell and take up new
challenges of answering
questions even if the questions
have been posed to others.

Case 2: Thechild whomadethe
presentation on Indian states
and capitals has now become
more active in the classroom.
He often actively participates
in the class activities.

Parents reflection: The
parents were very happy to see
their children taking part in
one or the other activities. All
the parents cooperated for this
event and appreciated it. One
of the parents had asked about

their child’s performance in
the activity. They expressed
their happiness at the fact that
their child had been practicing
and rehearsing the activity
every day at home. Another
child’s parents added that

their child had impressed
everyone in their family
through this performance.

The family was also happy
about his participation and
performance in the school
event. “Almost all the parents

expressed their satisfaction
to the teacher about their
children’s performance”

Future plan: Conducting
more such exhibits or events
at the class level, based on the
themes, will help build the
necessary skills in children
that will act as basis for their
excellence in primary classes.

Malini. P
PPST
GBPS Villianur
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“Education is a natural process
carried out by the child
and is not acquired by
listening to words but by
experiences in the

environment" :

The child’s mind is not the type
of mind we adults possess.
If we call our type of mind the
conscious type, that of the child is an
unhconscious mind. Now an
unconscious mind does not
mean an inferior mind. An
unconscious mind can be full of
intelligence. One will find this
type of intelligence in every it would be
pelng. andieveryilicect s i so simple to allow children,
when tired of sitting, to rise,
and when tired of writing,
to desist, and then

their bones would )

not be twisted.

Maria Montessori
(1870-1952)
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